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PREAMBLE. 

Whereas,  Our  Ancestors,  passengers  on  “The  Mayflower,”  landed  at 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  December,  A.  D.  1620,  and 

Whereas,  They  came  to  this  land,  then  unknown,  that  they  might  establish 
here  new  homes  and  a free  and  righteous  government  for  themselves  and  for 
their  descendants,  and 

Whereas,  They  met  with  such  hardships  and  privations  that  one-half  of 
their  number  died  during  the  first  year  after  their  landing,  and 

Whereas,  The  remainder,  with  sublime  courage  and  unfaltering  faith, 
toiled  on,  overcame  all  obstacles,  and  were  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty  throughout  this  land. 

Therefore,  This  Society  is  formed  by  us,  their  lineal  descendants,  to 
honor  their  memory  and  to  preserve  their  records  and  their  history  for  our- 
selves and  for  all  of  their  posterity. 
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BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  name  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  “ Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants 
in  the  State  of  Illinois.” 

ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Every  lineal  descendant  over  eighteen  years  of  age  of  any 
passenger  on  the  voyage  of  the  “Mayflower,”  which  terminated  at  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  December,  1620,  or  of  a signer  of  the  compact,  shall  be  eligible  to 
membership. 

Sec.  2.  Every  application  for  membership  in  this  Society  shall  be  made 
in  writing  on  the  preliminary  application  blanks,  furnished  by  the  General 
Society,  in  accordance  with  Article  6,  Section  6,  of  its  Constitution. 

Sec.  3.  Such  application  must  contain  the  autograph  names  of  the 
applicant  and  of  at  least  two  members  of  this  Society,  not  Oflficers  or  Assist- 
ants, who  shall  vouch  for  the  applicant. 

Sec.  4.  Each  application  must  be  acted  upon  first  by  the  Membership 
Committee,  which  must  satisfy  itself  regarding  the  applicant’s  moral  and 
social  eligibility  to  become  a member  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  membership  Committee  to  send  to 
each  member  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  a list  of  the  names  of  applicants 
which  have  been  favorably  passed  by  them  and  which  they  are  to  propose 
for  membership  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board;  such  notice  to  be  sent  at 
least  three  days  before  such  meeting. 

Sec.  6.  These  applicants  shall  then  at  such  meeting,  or  at  some  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  Board,  be  voted  on  separately  by  secret  ballot.  Three 
negative  votes  shall  reject  any  candidate. 

Sec.  7.  To  the  applicants  thus  approved  by  the  Board  of  Assistants, 
pedigree  papers  shall  then  be  issued  by  the  Secretary. 

Sec.  8.  All  pedigree  papers  shall  be  examined  by  the  Historian,  and  on 
his  report  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  that  he  has  found  the  pedigree  papers 
of  any  applicant  to  be  correct,  and  that  the  Historian  General  has  approved 
the  same,  the  Board  of  Assistants  shall  declare  such  applicant  elected  a 
member  of  the  Society,  unless  in  the  mean  time  some  fact  has  been  brought 
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to  its  attention  which  would  make  the  applicant  an  undesirable  member. 
An  election  shall  be  void  unless  the  party  shall  pay  the  entrance  fee  and  dues 
for  the  current  year  within  sixty  days  after  the  bill  for  the  same  is  mailed  by 
the  Treasurer. 

Sec.  9.  In  the  matter  of  transfers,  the  applicant  shall  fill  out  a Prelimi- 
nary Application  blank  as  a new  member.  Pedigree  Blanks  shall  be 
accepted  from  the  State  Society  from  which  transfer  is  made. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  who  has  been  rejected,  or  whose  name  has  been 
withdrawn,  shall  be  acted  upon  again  within  a period  of  one  year. 

Sec.  11.  All  resignations  shall  be  presented  to  the  Secretary  in  writing 
and  referred  to  the  Board  of  Assistants  for  action. 

Sec.  12.  The  Board  of  Assistants  may,  on  two-thirds  vote,  drop  any 
member  shown  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OFFICERS  AND  BOARD  OF  ASSISTANTS. 

Section  1.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a Governor,  Deputy- 
Governor,  Elder,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Historian,  Captain  and  Surgeon,  and 
seven  Assistants,  all  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Assistants. 
They  shall  be  elected  by  a plurality  vote  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  They  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
or  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  2.  Vacancies  in  its  own  body  may  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Assist- 
ants for  the  unexpired  term. 

Sec.  3.  The  Deputy-Governor  General  shall  be  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Assistants,  ex-officio. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Assistants  shall  at  their  regular  meeting  in 
September  appoint  a nominating  committee  of  five  members  of  the  Society, 
which  committee  shall  name  candidates  for  the  offices  to  be  filled  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  ticket  named  by  the  nominating  committee  shall  be  printed  and  mailed 
by  the  Secretary  to  each  member  of  the  Society  at  least  two  weeks  before  the 
annual  meeting. 

Any  member  of  the  Society  may  also  be  placed  in  nomination  for  any 
office  by  five  members  of  the  Society,  but  all  such  nominations  must  be  com- 
municated to  the  Secretary  by  a notice  in  writing,  signed  by  the  members 
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making  the  nomination,  at  least  one  week  before  the  annual  meeting.  The 
Secretary  shall  at  once  mail  notice  of  the  same  to  all  members  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  2.  Elections  shall  be  by  secret  ballot,  and  a plurality  vote  of  the 
members  present  shall  determine  the  choice. 

Sec.  3.  The  persons  elected  shall  enter  upon  the  offices  immediately 
after  the  meeting  at  which  they  were  chosen,  and  hold  the  same  until  the  next 
annual  meeting  or  until  the  election  and  qualification  of  their  successors. 

Sec.  4.  Cumulative  voting  shall  not  be  permitted  at  any  election. 

ARTICLE  V. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  preside  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board  of  Assistants,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  pertain  to  the  chief  officer  of  the  organization. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Deputy-Governor  to  exercise  all  the 
functions  of  the  office  of  Governor  during  the  absence  or  disability  of  the 
Governor. 

Sec.  3.  The  Historian  shall  examine  and  report  on  all  pedigree  papers 
of  applicants.  He  shall  keep  a detailed  record  of  all  celebrations  of  the  So- 
ciety and  file  all  documents,  papers  and  speeches.  He  shall  keep  a record 
of  all  certificates  signed  by  him,  and  do  any  other  work  assigned  him  by  the 
Board  of  Assistants. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  report  the  proceedings  of 
the  Society  and  of  the  Board;  to  keep  a complete  list  of  all  the  members;  to 
notify  members  of  their  election;  to  notify  members  of  the  Society  and  the 
Board  of  Assistants  of  all  meetings  to  be  held;  to  make  whatever  notices  and 
communications  may  be  required  by  order  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Governor; 
and  in  general  to  perform  all  duties  usually  appertaining  to  such  office.  He 
shall  be  the  keeper  of  the  Seal  of  the  Society,  and  custodian  of  all  blank 
application  papers. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  take  charge  of  all  funds 
belonging  to  the  Society;  to  keep  suitable  books  of  account;  to  charge,  collect 
and  receive  all  fees  and  dues  and  all  other  moneys  payable  to  the  Society;  to 
make  all  necessary  disbursements  upon  approval  of  the  Finance  Committee; 
and  to  report  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  all  stated  meetings  of  the  Board 
of  Assistants.  He  shall  see  that  members  of  the  Society  who  desire  them  are 
provided  with  the  certificates,  insignia  and  rosettes,  furnished  by  the  General 
Society  at  the  price  established  by  the  Board  of  Assistants  of  the  General 
Society. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Elder  to  officiate  when  called  upon 
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at  any  meeting  of  the  Society  He  shall  have  been  ordained  as  an  Elder, 
Bishop,  Minister  or  Deacon  of  a Christian  Church. 

Sec.  7.  The  Captain  shall  carry  out  all  orders  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Society,  and  act  as  Marshall  at  parades  and  on  occasions  of  ceremony. 

Sec.  8.  The  Surgeon  shall  have  been  duly  admitted  to  the  practice  of 
medicine.  He  shall  be  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor  and  Board  of 
Assistants. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

BOARD  OF  ASSISTANTS  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Assistants  shall  have  charge  and  general  di- 
rection of  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  They  shall  appoint  the  following  stand- 
ing committees:  Membership,  Publication,  Finance,  Entertainment,  Exer- 
cises, Room  and  Property,  and  Genealogy. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Standing  Committee  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  three 
members,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants  after  each  an- 
nual meeting. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

DUES. 

Section  1.  All  members  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  being  notified  of 
their  election,  pay  to  the  Treasurer  an  entrance  fee  of  Ten  Dollars  ($10)  and 
dues  for  the  current  year,  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 

The  annual  Dues  payable  November  23rd  for  the  Society  year,  shall  be 
as  follows: 

For  resident  members,  $10.00,  except  that  those  who  are  admitted  after 
June  the  first  of  any  year  shall  pay  $5.00  for  that  year. 

For  non-resident  members  $5.00.  The  distinction  being  that  non-resident 
members  shall  reside  at  a distance,  greater  than  seventy-five  miles  from  the 
City  Hall,  Chicago. 

The  eligible  sons  and  daughters  (under  30)  of  members  shall  within  sixty 
days  after  being  notified  of  their  election,  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  $5.00  and 
their  annual  dues  shall  also  be  $5.00. 

Sec.  2.  Members  of  other  State  Societies  transferred  to  this  Society 
shall  pay  a transfer  fee  of  $5.00. 

Sec.  3.  Any  members  whose  annual  dues  remain  unpaid  for  a period  of 
one  year  shall  be  dropped  from  the  rolls, — unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Assistants. 

Sec.  4.  Any  member  upon  payment  of  Seventy-five  (75)  dollars  at  one 
time  may  become  a Life  Member  and  exempt  from  further  payment  of  dues. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 


MEETINGS. 

Section  1 . The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago  on 
the  21st  day  of  November,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  “Com- 
pact” on  the  Mayflower.  When  that  day  shall  fall  on  Sunday  or  on  a legal 
holiday,  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  following  day,  the  hour  and 
place  to  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

Sec.  2.  A regular  semi-annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  21st  day  of 
May  in  each  year,  or  on  the  day  following,  when  that  date  shall  fall  on  Sunday 
or  on  a legal  holiday. 

Sec.  3.  Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  held  at  any  specified 
time  and  place  at  the  call  of  the  Governor,  and  must  be  called  upon  the  written 
request  of  ten  members;  the  object  of  such  special  meeting  must  be  stated 
in  the  notice. 

Sec.  4.  The  Board  of  Assistants  shall  hold  a regular  meeting  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  each  month,  except  during  the  months  of  June,  July 
and  August,  at  such  hours  and  places  as  may  be  determined.  Special  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Assistants  may  be  called  by  the  Governor,  or  upon  the 
written  request  of  three  of  its  members;  notice  of  such  special  meeting  must 
be  given  as  provided  for  regular  meetings,  and  such  notice  must  state  the 
object  of  the  special  meeting. 

Sec.  5.  Three  days’  notice  in  writing  shall  be  given  of  all  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Assistants,  and  seven  days’  notice  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society: 
such  notice  shall  be  mailed  to  the  addresses  of  the  several  members  as  they 
appear  on  the  books  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

QUORUM. 

Section  1.  At  all  regular  or  special  meetings  of  the  Society  one-fifth  of 
the  members  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  2.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Assistants,  five  members  shall 
constitute  a quorum. 

ARTICLE  X. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  order  of  business  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Board  of 
Assistants  shall  be: 

No.  1.  Calling  the  Roll. 

No.  2.  Reading  of  Minutes. 
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No.  3.  Communications. 

No.  4.  Reports  of  Officers. 

No.  5.  Reports  of  Committees. 

No.  6.  Deferred  Business. 

No.  7.  Election  of  Officers. 

No.  8.  New  Business. 

No.  9.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

AMENDMENTS  OR  SUSPENSION  OF  BY-LAWS. 

Section  1.  Any  section  of  these  By-Laws  may  be  suspended  for  a 
special  purpose  at  any  time  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present  at 
a meeting  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  2.  These  By-Laws  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed,  at  any 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a two-thirds  vote  of  members  present; 
provided,  that  such  alteration,  amendment  or  repeal  has  been  proposed  in 
writing  at  a previous  regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Robert’s  Rules  of  Order  shall  govern  the  meetings  of  this  Society. 
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In  Ye  Name  of  God,  Amen. 


We  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  the  loyal  fubjects  of  our  dread  fov- 
ereigne  Lord,  King  James,  by  ye  grace  of  Cod,  of  Great  Britaine,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  ye  faith,  etc.,  having  undertaken  for  ye  glory  of  God 
and  advancement  of  ye  Chriftian  faith,  and  honour  of  our  King  and  countrie,  a 
voyage  to  plant  ye  firft  colonie  in  ye  Northerne  parts  of  Virginia,  doe  by  thefe 
prefents  folemnly,  and  mutualy,  in  ye  prefence  of  God,  and  of  one  another,  cov- 
enant and  combine  ourfelves  togeather  into  a civil  body  politik  for  our  better 
ordering  and  prefervation  and  furtherance  of  ye  end  aforefaid,  and  by  vertue  hearof 
to  enacte,  conftitute,  and  frame  fuch  juft  and  equal  lawes,  ordinances,  acts,  con- 
ftitutions,  and  offices  from  time  to  time,  as  fhall  be  thought  moft  meete  and  con- 
venient for  ye  generall  good  of  ye  Colonie,  unto  which  we  promife  all  due 
fubmiffion  and  obedience.  In  witnes  whereof  we  have  hereunder  fubfcribed  our 
names  at  Cape-Codd  ye  II  of  November,  in  ye  year  of  ye  raigne  of  our  fovereigne 
Lord,  King  James  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  ye  eighteenth,  and  of  Scot- 
land ye  fiftie-fourth,  Ano  Dorn.  1620. 


1,  John  Carver, 

2.  William  Bradford, 

8.  Edward  Winslow, 

4.  William  Brewster, 

5.  Isaac  Allerton, 

6.  Myles  Standish, 

7.  John  Alden, 

8.  Samuel  Fuller, 

9.  Christopher  Martin, 

10.  William  Mullins, 

11.  William  White, 

12.  Richard  Warren, 

13.  John  Howland, 

14.  Stephen  Hopkins, 


15.  Edward  Tilley, 

16.  John  Tilley, 

17.  Francis  Cooke, 

18.  Thomas  Rogers, 

19.  Thomas  Tinker, 

20.  John  Rigdale, 

21.  Edward  Fuller, 

22.  John  Turner, 

23.  Francis  Eaton, 

24.  James  Chilton, 

25.  John  Crackston, 

26.  John  Billington, 

27.  Moses  Fletcher, 

28.  John  Goodman. 


29.  Degory  Priest, 

30.  Thomas  Williams, 

31.  Gilbert  Winslow, 

32.  Edmund  Margeson, 

33.  Peter  Brown, 

34.  Richard  Britteridge, 

35.  George  Soule, 

36.  Richard  Clarke, 

37.  Richard  Gardiner, 

38.  John  Allerton, 

39.  Thomas  English, 

40.  Edward  Hotey, 

41.  Edward  Eister, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Eighth  Annual  Banquet  of  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  held  on  Monday  Evening,  November  Twenty- 
first,  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Four,  at  the  Auditorium,  Chicago. 

The  beauty  and  delicacy  of  the  decorations,  the  choice  repast,  the  renewal 
of  old  friendships,  and  the  welcome  to  the  new,  the  tender  thoughts  present 
with  us  of  those  whose  earthy  voyage  is  o’er,  and  woven  through  it  all  the 
charm  of  music,  made  a meeting  whose  memory  will  long  remain. 

Succeeding  the  dinner  the  following  program  received  the  interested  at- 
tention of  members  and  guests. 

Address  of  Welcome 

By  the  Governor  Frederick  Morgan  Steele. 

Music 

Minuet Miss  Priscilla  Carver. 

''Is  the  Compact  Binding  Now?”  . Rt.  Rev.  Charles  Edward  Cheney. 

Music 

My  own  United  States”  ....  Mrs.  Eugene  L.  Merritt. 

"A  Glimpse  into  Home  Life  of  Two  Hundred  Years  Ago” 

Frederick  Morgan  Steele. 

Music 

Rhapsodic  Guerriere Miss  Priscilla  Carver. 

Address 

" The  Mayflower,  and  Modern  Craft”  . . Rev.  Nehemiah  Boynton, 

of  Detroit,  Mich. 

Closing  with  "America,”  in  which  all  heartily  united. 

The  Officers  realize  that  every  member  of  the  Society,  whether  present 
or  absent,  will  desire  the  very  timely  address  of  Bishop  Cheney,  and  the  fas- 
cinating letters  presented  by  Governor  Steele,  in  some  permanent  form,  so 
yielding  to  this  desire  they  are  now  presented  to  the  children  of  the  Pilgrims 
in  this  the  Second  Publication  of  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  in 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

Chicago,  February,  1905. 
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“IS  THE  COMPACT  BINDING  NOW?” 


It  is  said  that  Lycurgus  in  the  formulating  of  his  code  of  laws  for  Sparta, 
failed  to  provide  a penalty  for  the  crime  of  ingratitude  on  the  part  of  children 
toward  their  parents.  And  when  the  great  reformer  was  asked  why  he  had 
allowed  so  conspicuous  an  omission,  he  replied  that  such  ingratitude  was  so 
inexpressibly  horrible,  that  he  could  think  of  no  punishment  sufficiently  severe. 

I never  read  the  noble  document  to  which  you  have  just  listened,  without 
a feeling  of  hot  indignation  surging  up  in  my  soul  toward  the  class  of  Ameri- 
cans, who  after  three  hundred  years  of  blessings  on  our  country,  springing 
from  the  seed  the  Mayflower  compact  sowed,  can  belittle  the  men  who  con- 
ceived and  signed  it. 

It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  nowadays  to  hear  or  read  criticisms  upon 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  which  make  their  motive  a supreme  selfishness,  their  religion 
a hybrid  of  fanaticism  and  hypocrisy,  and  their  political  notions  something 
unworthy  of  any  enlightened  age. 

Such  critics  assert  that  we  have  as  completely  outgrown  the  principles 
of  the  Mayflower  compact  as  we  have  the  log-houses,  the  match-lock  mus- 
kets, and  the  old-fashioned  spinning-wheel,  which  Plymouth  knew  in  1620- 

I unhesitatingly  enter  a denial  of  this  sweeping  indictment.  A little  study 
of  the  sacred  charter  which  has  come  down  to  us  from  that  dreary  day  in 
Provincetown  harbor,  will  prove  how  wide  of  the  mark  these  traducers  of  the 
forefathers  are. 

There  are  palaces  in  Rome  built  in  the  Middle  Ages,  but  even  yet  retaining 
their  grace  of  architecture  and  beauty  of  decoration,  the  walls  of  which  have 
hardly  a stone  which  was  not  taken  from  the  mighty  ruins  of  Vespasian’s 
Coliseum. 

The  Mayflower  compact  may  be  scarred  and  moss-grown  with  venerable 
age,  but  out  of  it  have  been  taken  the  stones  which  enter  into  the  massive 
masonry  of  our  American  Civilization. 

The  Thanksgiving  Proclamation  of  a President  who  is  the  choice  of  the 
American  people  by  a majority  so  enormous  as  to  make  the  opposition  seem 
what  mathematicians  call  “a  negligible  quantity” — uses  this  language: 

“It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bring  the  American  people  in  safety 

and  honor  through  another  year The  time  has  come  when  a 

special  day  shall  be  set  apart  in  which  to  thank  Him  who  holds  all  nations 
in  the  hollow  of  His  hand,  for  the  mercies  thus  vouchsafed  to  us.” 
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That  is  noble  testimony  that  ours  is  a God-fearing,  Christian  Republic. 


Yet  it  is  only  an  echo  of  a voice  which  comes  down  the  track  of  three  cen- 


turies, telling  of  a wintry  voyage  over  an  unknown  ocean,  ''undertaken  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  advancement  of  the  Christian  faith.'* 

As  the  language  of  the  compact  just  now  fell  upon  your  ears,  did  you  note 
how  true  was  its  ring  of  loyalty  to  established  government,  and  of  obedience 
to  the  ordinances  of  the  yet  unborn  colony?  "Unto  which  we  'promise  all 
due  submission  and  obedience."  It  was  that  spirit  of  loyalty  which  crushed 
the  insurrection  for  the  perpetuation  of  slavery.  That  spirit  will  sooner  or 
later  assert  the  sacredness  of  law  as  against  the  hangings,  the  shootings,  and 
the  burnings  of  men  accused  of  crime,  but  never  given  an  impartial  trial. 
And  that  spirit  will  one  day  sweep  away  as  by  the  breath  of  a cyclone,  the 
conspiracies  against  the  liberty  of  labor  to  seek  employment  when  and  where 
and  upon  what  terms  it  will. 

Thank  God ! the  Mayflower  compact  is  a living  power  to-day  in  the  breasts 
of  the  American  people. 
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A GLIMPSE  INTO  HOME  LIFE  OF  TWO 
HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO. 


Before  we  listen  to  the  intellectual  treat  that  awaits  us,  which  comes  from 
the  lips  and  hearts  of  our  distinguished  brothers,  and  to  which  we  look  for- 
ward with  anticipation, — for  a few  minutes  let  me  have  your  thoughts,  while 
I take  you  back  in  imagination,  and  introduce  you  to  the  real  life  of  a real 
genuine  Puritan  maiden,  and  that  of  her  family.  This  result  is  obtained  by 
reading  together  the  recorded  utterances  of  a young  lady  who  lived  near 
Plymouth  Plantation,  and  who  was  born  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago.  As 
far  as  I know  I cannot  claim  for  her  Pilgrim  blood,  but  as  we  all  become 
acquainted  with  her  heart’s  history,  as  disclosed  by  the  little  sketch  we  are  to 
enjoy  together,  I am  sure  we  may  claim  for  her  true  Pilgrim  spirit.  Many 
years  ago  this  filial  letter  was  copied  for  me,  and  I have  treasured  it  with  the 
intention  of  sharing  it  on  some  appropriate  occasion,  like  the  one  it  is  our 
privilege  now  to  enjoy.  While  permission  was  given  to  bring  the  treasured 
original  manuscript,  and  read  therefrom,  nevertheless,  I had  not  the 
heart  to  take  from  the  kind  old  lady  who  owns  it,  and  who  still  lives  in  the 
central  portion  of  New  York  State,  a document  which  was  so  dear  to  her 
heart,  for  it  recalled  to  her,  the  life  and  personality  of  one  of  her  own  lineal 
grandmothers,  with  several  “greats.”  Without  further  introduction,  for  it 
tells  its  own  story,  let  me  take  you  into  the  life  and  experiences  of  the  family  of 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Nantucket  Island,  by  reading  a communication,  or 
diary  letter,  written  by  Puritan  maiden,  Ruth  Starbuck  Wentworth,  to  her 
parents  who  had,  with  pioneer  energy  and  spirit,  pushed  ahead,  on  a tour  of 
investigation  looking  to  settlement  in  the  almost  impenetrable  and  trackless 
wilderness,  of  what  is  now  Central  New  York. 
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Starbuck  Plantation 
near  Maddeket, 

Nantucket  Island,  Sept.  20tli,  1748. 

My  own  dear  Mother: 

It  seems  a very  long  time,  since  you  and  my  honored  Father  and  my  be- 
loved brothers  and  sisters  started  for  your  new  home.  I suppose  you  have 
not  at  this  writing  reached  your  destination.  I think  of  you  every  day  and 
all  day  long,  as  marching,  marching,  marching;  following  the  lonely  trail 
through  the  interminable  forests,  and  sometimes  I am  tempted  to  repine  in 
that  my  Father  thought  best  to  remove  to  that  distant  settlement.  But  my 
Grandfather  tells  me  that  the  entertaining  of  that  sentiment  is  unworthy  the 
daughter  of  a pioneer;  and  since  it  was  thought  best  for  me  to  remain  behind 
for  a season,  I must  improve  my  time  to  the  best  advantage.  This  I try  to  do 
cheerfully,  and  Aunt  Content  is  so  kind  as  to  say  I am  of  some  service  to  her 
in  our  household  duties  and  in  spinning  and  weaving. 

Peradventure  my  letter  should  seem  a puzzle  to  you,  I hasten  to  say  that 
I indite  a paragraph  or  two  at  a time,  at  leisure,  and  when  anything  comes 
into  my  mind  that  I desire  you  to  know,  I straightway  go  to  Uncle  Nathaniel’s 
desk  and  set  it  down.  I do  this,  dear  Mother,  that  you  may  share  in  my 
pleasureable  thoughts,  and  may  know  of  my  daily  life;  and  also  that  my 
brothers  and  sisters  may  in  a measure  partake  of  my  enjoyment. 

The  principal  news  I have  to  write  is  that  my  cousin,  Nathaniel  Star- 
buck,  Jr.,  has  returned  to  Boston  after  his  late  long  voyage  to  China,  and  is 
now  hourly  looked  for  here.  There  are  divers  preparations  being  made  for 
his  welcoming.  My  Grandfather  walks  restlessly  up  and  down  the  roadway 
by  which  our  traveller  must  come.  Uncle  Nathaniel  says  with  pride,  “The 
boy  will  have  many  stories  to  tell.”  Aunt  Content  flits  about  the  house  with 
a smile  on  her  face,  and  anon,  tears  in  her  eyes,  concocting  her  favorite  dishes 
of  which  her  son  used  to  be  so  fond.  Dear  old  Grandma  knits  and  knits,  “be- 
cause”— she  says — “Thaniel  never  yet  wore  any  stockings  but  of  my  own 
making,  and  I have  a good  supply  for  him  to  take  with  him  on  his  next  voy- 
age.” I,  even  I,  am  to  have  a new  blue  gown  made  of  Aunties’  last  web  which 
is  the  finest,  softest  flannel  ever  made  on  the  Island. 

My  cousin  has  come!  He  is  tall  and  lithe,  vdth  handsome  hair  and  eyes; 
but  his  complexion  is  brown  with  ocean  winds  and  Eastern  suns.  He  says 
it  is  like  a fairy  tale,  that  I am  the  same  little  dumpling  of  a cousin  that  he 
used  to  toss  up  in  the  air  when  he  was  home  last.  He  is  much  grieved  to 
find  you  all  gone,  and  is  planning  a hunting  expedition  whose  objective  point 
will  be  your  far  away  settlement. 

The  neighbors  all  congregated  around  the  kitchen  fire  to  hear  his  wonderful 
stories  and  adventures,  which  he  was  relating  all  day  long,  and  far  into  the 
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night.  For  all  he  has  travelled  all  over  the  World,  he  is  as  pleased  as  a little 
boy  to  be  home  again  on  the  dear  old  Nantucket  plantation. 

We  are  all  as  happy  as  can  be  with  our  divided  hearts,  and  we  all  have  a 
frequent  thought  for  the  wanderers. 

Grandfather  remembers  you  morning  and  evening  at  the  Throne  of 
Grace. 

My  Cousin  has  brought  a great  many  curiosities  and  presents  for  us  all. 

One  is  a silken,  creamy  shawl  for  me,  embroidered  in  beautiful  flowers. 

Another  is  a gown  of  fancy  Canton  crepe,  as  white  as  snow,  and  they  are 
so  pretty  I am  sure  I shall  not  dare  to  wear  them.  Grandpa  says  they  shall 
be  kept  for  my  wedding!  But  Aunt  Esther  says  it  is  unseemly  for  such 
thoughts  to  be  put  in  a maiden’s  head. 

Yet  Aunt  Content  gave  me  the  other  day,  a whole  piece  of  linen  from  the 
Fall  bleach,  to  be  kept,  she  said,  against  a time  of  need.  At  all  events,  my 
foreign  finery  is  packed  away  in  foreign  gums  and  spices,  in  a foreign  box; 
and  is  not  likely  to  turn  any  silly  maiden’s  head  at  present. 

Cousin  Nathaniel  has  returned  to  Boston,  and  yesterday  he  sent,  by  a 
trusty  messenger,  another  sea  chest, — in  it  is  a large  box  of  tea,  the  first  that 
was  ever  on  the  Island — real  Chinese  tea,  which  Nathaniel  himself  procured 
in  China.  It  is  of  a green  color,  with  little  shrivelled  leaves,  and  when  eaten 
dry,  has  a pleasant  spicy  taste.  Perhaps,  when  I have  an  opportunity  to  send 
this  letter,  I can  enclose  a sample  quantity,  that  you  may  see  what  it  is  like. 
He  also  sent  by  the  same  hand,  a letter  saying  that  when  he  returned  to  Nan- 
tucket, the  owner  of  the  ship  in  which  he  voyaged.  Captain  Morris,  will  come 
with  him  from  Boston  to  pay  us  a visit. 

We  are  again  making  master  preparations  for  visitors,  and  if  you  will 
believe  it,  the  large  parlour,  which  has  not  been  used  since  Aunt  Mehitabel’s 
wedding,  is  to  be  opened.  The  floor  has  been  waxed  and  polished,  and  we 
have  spread  here  and  there,  beautiful  mats  and  rugs,  which  Cousin  Nathaniel 
brought  from  foreign  parts.  With  the  many  curious  and  handsome  things 
which  are  hung  upon  the  walls,  and  spread  upon  the  table  and  mantelpiece, 
and  the  huge  fire  of  logs  which  the  sharp  weather  renders  necessary,  you  have 
no  conception  how  fine  the  room  appears. 

When  I was  admiring  it  this  morning,  Aunt  Esther  rebuked  me,  saying: — 
“The  bright  things  of  this  world  are  of  short  duration.”  But,  dear,  gentle 
Grandma  observed  with  a smile:  “ It  is  natural  and  right  for  the  young  to  ad- 
mire beauty” — at  which  Aunt  Esther  seemed  displeased.  I sometimes  think 
she  dislikes  me  because  I am  young;  but  that  cannot  be.  Yet  I sometimes 
wonder  how,  being  my  own  sweet  Mother’s  sister,  she  can  be  so  unlike  her. 

We  have  just  had  tidings  that  Cousin  Nathaniel  and  Capt.  Morris  intend 
to  arrive  on  the  31st  of  December. 
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Uncle  Nathaniel  says  he  will  have  a tea  party,  and  invite  Lieut.  Marcy’s 
family,  Edw’d  Starbuck’s  family,  and  a few  others,  to  meet  our  distinguished 
guests,  and  to  watch  the  old  year  out  and  the  new  year  in. 

We  cooked  a beautiful  dinner,  and  our  guests  all  came.  I wore  my  blue 
gown,  with  some  lace  at  the  neck  that  Grandma  gave  me,  and  my  own  dear 
Mother’s  gold  necklace.  I tied  back  my  curls — that  Cousin  Nathaniel  will 
not  allow  me  to  braid — with  a blue  ribbon  which  he  bought  in  London. 
Aunt  Esther  says  that  men  dislike  to  see  girls  look  so  brave;  but  Grandma 
kissed  me  and  called  me  “Bonnie  Blue  Bell.” 

Aunt  Content  has  been  much  pestered  in  mind  because  she  knows  not 
how  to  cook  and  serve  the  tea,  and  after  our  neighbors  had  assembled,  she 
confided  to  them  her  perplexity.  They  all  gathered  about  the  tea  chest, 
smelling  and  tasting  the  fragrant  herb.  Mrs.  Lieut.  Marcy  said  she  had 
heard  that  it  ought  to  be  well  cooked,  to  be  palatable:  and  Mrs.  Edw’d  Star- 
buck  said  a lady  in  Boston  who  had  drunk  tea,  told  her  it  needed  a good 
quantity,  steeping,  which  made  it  expensive.  So  Aunt  Content  hung  the 
five  gallon  bell-metal  kettle  on  the  crane  and  putting  a two  quart  bowl  full 
of  tea  in  it,  with  plenty  of  water,  swung  it  over  the  fire. 

Aunt  Esther  and  Lydia  Ann  Marcy  stayed  in  the  kitchen  to  keep  it  boiling. 

While  I was  laying  the  table,  I heard  Lydia  Ann  say,  “I  have  heard  that 
when  tea  is  drunk,  it  gives  brilliancy  to  the  eyes,  and  a youthful  freshness  to 
the  complexion.  I am  afraid  that  my  sister-in-law  failed  to  put  in  a suflScient 
quantity.”  So  Aunt  Esther  put  another  bowlfull  of  tea  into  the  bell-metal 
kettle.  When  the  tea  had  boiled  for  an  hour,  my  cousin  and  Captain  Morris 
arrived.  The  tea,  which  was  boiled  down  to  about  a gallon,  was  poured 
into  Grandma’s  large  silver  tankard,  and  carried  to  the  table,  and  each  guest 
was  provided  with  one  of  her  silver  porringers — also  cream  and  lumps  of 
sugar. 

The  Captain  talked  to  me  before  dinner,  and  I told  him,  before  I knew 
I was  getting  confidential,  how  you  were  all  in  the  wilds.  He  said  that  was 
what  the  new  country  needed,  and  that  it  was  not  best  to  have  Nantucket 
peopled  entirely  with  Starbucks. 

That  I was  one  of  them  was  plain  to  be  sure,  if  my  name  was  Wentworth, 
and  he  looked  pleasantly  around  the  circle  of  Starbucks.  I suppose  I do 
resemble  them  all. 

I saw  Aunt  Esther  looking  so  sharply  at  me,  that  I remembered  she  had 
often  told  me  that  it  was  unseemly  for  me  to  talk  with  men,  and  presently  I 
became  discreetly  silent.  But  when  dinner  was  announced,  the  Captain 
took  me  out  and  made  me  sit  by  him. 

After  Grandpa  had  asked  a blessing  on  the  food.  Aunt  Content  said  to 
her  son  and  friend, — “ I have  made  a dish  of  tea  for  you,  but  am  fearful  I have 


not  prepared  it  as  it  hath  need,  and  would  like  to  have  your  opinion.  ” Where- 
upon, my  Cousin  made  answer,  “As  my  beloved  Mother  desires  my  opinion, 
I must  tell  her  that  a teaspoonful  of  this  beverage  would  nearly  kill  any  of 
us  here  at  the  table.”  The  Captain  then  said  laughingly  that  Aunt  could 
keep  the  decoction  for  a dye  to  color  woolens.  He  further  said,  he  would,  if 
she  so  desired,  instruct  her  how  to  draw  tea  himself,  “And  this  young  lady,” 
he  continued,  turning  to  me,  “shall  make  the  first  dish  of  the  beverage  used 
in  Nantucket.”  Dinner  being  over  (but  they  all  remained  at  table,  except 
Captain  Morris  and  myself — for  Aunt  Content  bade  me  to  assist  him  as  he 
should  direct),  we  searched  for  a suitable  vessel  wherein  to  draw  the  tea. 

At  last  I saw  Uncle  Nathaniel’s  large  gray  stone  pitcher,  into  which  our 
guest  instructed  me  to  put  as  much  tea  as  I could  hold  between  my  thumb 
and  forefinger,  for  each  person,  and  an  additional  pinch  for  the  pitcher.  Then 
he  told  me  to  pour  upon  it,  boiling  hot  water,  suflScient  for  us  all,  and  set  the 
pitcher  on  the  coals,  and  let  it  remain  until  it  came  to  a gentle  boil. 

The  tea  was  then  poured  into  the  tankard,  which  Aunt  Content  had  made 
ready,  and  the  Captain  carried  it  to  the  table  for  me  and  helped  me  pour  it 
into  the  porringers  for  the  guests.  He  was  so  kind  as  to  say  it  was  the  best 
dish  of  tea  he  ever  drank. 

We  had  a wholesome  dinner,  and  an  enjoyable  one  withal. 

Cousin  Nat  told  stories  and  sang  songs  in  which  Captain  Morris  joined, 
and  the  happy  New  Year’s  greetings  took  the  place  of  good-byes,  and  our 
neighbors  left  for  their  respective  homes. 

My  Cousin’s  friend  still  lingers  for  the  shooting,  and  there  is  not  much 
spinning  or  weaving  done,  it  takes  so  much  time  for  the  cooking  and  eating 
and  visiting.  He  is  very  agreeable,  and  calls  my  Grandfather  the  Miles 
Standish  of  Nantucket. 

I heard  him  tell  Uncle  Nathaniel  that  we  had  good  blood,  and  that  ever 
since  he  became  acquainted  with  Cousin  Nat,  he  had  conceived  a great  ad- 
miration for  the  Nathaniel  Starbucks,  and  he  said  something  about  a wife. 
Perhaps  he  remains  here  so  long  on  Aunt  Esther’s  account.  But  dear  me! 
she  is  so  prim — (I  write  with  all  respect  dear  Mother)  and  he  is  such  a jovial 
gentleman,  I do  not  see  how  such  a union  could  be  harmonious.  If  he  has 
regard  for  her,  it  must  be  on  account  of  the  Starbuck  blood. 

Oh,  my  dear  Mother  1 how  can  I tell  you  ? It  is  not  for  love  of  Aunt 
Esther  that  Captain  Morris  remains — but  me, — ^your  own  little  daughter! 
And  all  the  Starbucks,  saving  indeed  Aunt  Esther  who  declares  I ought  to 
be  put  back  in  pinafores — have  given  their  consent  that  I shall  be  married 
and  sail  away  with  my  husband,  in  my  husband’s  ship,  to  foreign  parts,  to  see 
for  myself  all  the  beautiful  and  wonderful  things  of  which  I have  heard  so 
much  of  late. 


[27] 


But  I will  not  give  my  consent  till  I have  my  Father^s  and  Mother’s  first, 
as  there  is  a company  being  made  up  to  go  with  my  Cousin  Nathaniel  and  the 
Captain,  through  the  Winter  snows,  to  your  far  away  home:  and  after  all, 
it  will  be  the  new  friend  of  whom  I have  written  so  much  who  will  take  this 
letter  to  you. 

I am  sure,  dear  Mother,  that  you,  who  know  my  heart  so  well,  will  not 
think  it  unseemly  for  me  to  hope  that  the  Lord  will  guide  your  heart,  and  that 
of  my  Father,  to  feel  kindly  disposed  toward  this  gentleman:  for,  indeed,  he 
is  of  good  repute,  and  is  so  good  as  to  be  very  fond  of  me,  and  I feel  that  if 
I had  your  consent  and  that  of  my  honored  Father,  together  with  your  bless- 
ing, I shall  be  very  happy,  and  take  an  honest  pride  in  being  his  honored  wife. 

The  Captain  declares  laughingly  that  I am  sending  him  off  on  a quest 
like  a Knight  of  old,  to  prove  his  love. 

I cannot  help  thinking  it  strange,  his  wanting  to  marry  me,  and  when 
I said  so  one  day,  he  replied  gravely,  that  it  was  all  on  account  of  the  tea^ 
which  got  into  his  head,  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  so,  for  I was  flighty  and  hardly 
able  to  close  my  eyes  to  sleep  all  night  after  partaking  of  it,  and  even  Grandma 
says  she  would  not  answer  for  the  consequences  of  what  she  might  be  led  to 
do  were  she  to  make  use  of  it  every  day. 

I send  along  with  other  small  things,  a quantity  of  the  famous  tea,  and  a 
bit  of  the  crepe  that  I shall,  if  it  seemeth  best  in  the  honored  judgment  of  my 
honored  Father  and  dear  Mother,  wear  in  good  time,  as  a wedding  gown. 

I remain,  as  ever. 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  daughter, 

Ruth  Starbuck  Wentworth. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 


John  Bearse  Newcomb, 

Died  July  2,  1897,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Charles  Bailey  Sawyer, 

(Elizabeth  Emerson  Turner,) 

Died  February  13,  1900,  Pasadena,  Cal. 

William  Ariel  Talcott, 

Died  December  20,  1900,  Jerusalem,  Palestine. 

George  Whitfield  Newcomb, 

Died  April  3,  1901,  Chicago. 

George  Edward  Wright, 

Died  September  9,  1901,  Chicago. 

Lydia  Frances  Schaffenberg, 

Died  January  31,  1902,  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Foster  Withrow, 

(Jane  Frances  Goodwin,) 

Died  March  13,  1902,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

JosiAH  Lewis  Lombard, 

Died  April  7,  1902,  Pasadena,  Cal. 

Mrs.  Frederic  W.  Upham, 

(Alice  Judd,) 

Died  June  19,  1902,  Chicago. 

VoLNEY  W.  Foster, 

Died  August  15,  1904,  Chicago. 

John  McGregor  Adams, 

Died  September  17,  1904,  Highland  Park,  111. 

Jesse  Henry  Farwell, 

Died  September  19,  1904,  Crawford  House,  White  Mts.,  N.  H. 
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